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A celebration of the richness of our
Catholic faith in the Year of the Priest
with

Marcus Grodi

(EWTN)
&

Dr. Janet Smith
(Pontifical Council on Family)

St. Francis by the Sea Catholic Church
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina
September 18-19, 2009
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CELEBRATE THE RICHNESS OF
YOUR CATHOLIC FAITH

JOIN CATHOLICS FROM ALL OVER SOUTH
CAROLINA AND BEYOND FOR THE CELEBRATION
OF THE EUCHARIST IN THE DIOCESE OF
CHARLESTON

To be held
September 18-19, 2009

45 Beach City Road
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926

' ST. FRANCIS BY THE SEA CATHOLIC CHURCH i
| www.stfrancishhi.org i

HIGHLIGHTS:
o Exciting Well-Known Speakers
e Special Friday Evening Hymn-Sing
and Young Adult Theology on Tap
e Prayer and Eucharistic Liturgies
e A Weekend at the Beach!

For more information, please visit our Web site:

www.fireatthebeach.org

or contact The Office of Catechesis and Christian Initiation at:
(843) 402-9115 x18 or cathy@catholic-doc.org
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What is “Fire at the Beach”?

Fire at the Beach is the third biennial diocesan conference which celebrates the Eucharist, our
faith, and our commitment to life and family in the Diocese of Charleston. At this event, we
call attention to the Year of the Priest announced by Pope Benedict XVI and focus on our call
to evangelization, community and prayer.

Highlights of the Conference:

e Exciting speakers and workshops that will deepen your faith

e Friday evening options: Hymn-Sing and Young Adult Theology on Tap

e Perpetual Adoration throughout the conference in the St. Francis by the Sea adoration
chapel

¢ Vendors/Exhibitors, including well known Catholic publishers

e Solemn Closing Liturgy of the Eucharist celebrated by the hosting Dean of the
Lowcountry Deanery, Rev. Michael J. Oenbrink.

This publicity packet is a guide for pastoral staff to help publicize this
Important event in your parish/ministry setting. Please feel free to make copies
and distribute as necessary.

Contact/Website

The conference website has pertinent information about the event, including registration
form, hotel package details, schedule, etc., and is regularly updated. For further information,
e-mail the Conference Planning Committee at cathy@catholic-doc.org or call 843-402-9115
X 18.

http://www.fireatthebeach.org
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Suggested Publicity Timeline

o July, 2009

e Enlist the help of your DRE/CRE and Youth Minister in promoting

attendance at the conference.

Activate bulletin announcements.

Start regular pulpit announcements.

Distribute conference brochures (at Mass and with parish groups).

Add link to conference website from parish website:

www.fireatthebeach.org.

e Remind parishioners that they can take advantage of Early Bird
Registration through July 31

August, 2009

e Continue bulletin and pulpit announcements
e Let parishioners know that the full conference registration fee is less
than previous years.

Weekend of August 22-23, 2009

e Continue bulletin and pulpit announcements
e Set up tables after Mass for a registration drive for the conference

Weekend of August 29-30, 2009

e Continue bulletin and pulpit announcements
e Continue registration drive after weekend Masses

Weekends of September 5-6 and 12-13, 2009

e Final bulletin/pulpit announcements
e Final registration drive after weekend Masses

& September 18-19, 2009: FIRE AT THE BEACH

* Note! All publicity materials are available online at the conference website! *
www.fireatthebeach.org



http://www.fireatthebeach.org Parish Publicity Packet

Publicity Suggestions

Use the methods of communication that work best in your parish. These are just our
suggestions — adapt them as necessary.

e Bulletin and Pulpit announcements: This is probably the 4
most effective and simplest way to get the word out to
parishioners about the conference. If possible, reserve a
section of the weekly bulletin for weekly announcements.
ention

Suggested announcements are given on page 6 of this packet.
For those who don’t read the bulletin, it would be helpful to m
the conference from the pulpit, either weekly, or at whichever
interval works best in your parish.

e Brochure: Consider placing the brochure in the pews or in another visible,
accessible area of your church, parish offices, or meeting rooms. Registration
Forms can also be downloaded from the website (www.fireatthebeach.org).

e Parish Organizations: Copies of the brochure can be sent to
coordinators/leaders of all parish organizations, inviting them to spread the word
to their members.

e Letters/Direct Mail: If your parish sends out newsletters or other items in the
mail to parishioners, consider enclosing a copy of the conference brochure. A
letter from the pastor inviting parishioners to participate in the conference is
another way to get the word out.

e Parish Website: We request all parishes that have a website to please consider
adding a prominent link to the conference website.

e Registration Drive: We suggest parishes hold a registration drive after Mass
during the weeks leading up to the conference. This could be as simple as having
volunteers staff a table after each of the weekend Masses, with brochures and
other publicity materials of the conference, inviting parishioners to register. The
timeline on page 4 suggests that parishes do this in the three weeks prior to the
conference.

e Word of mouth: Probably the best way of spreading the word! You may want to
rely particularly on your DRE/CRE and Youth Minister.
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Sample Bulletin Announcements

Fire at the Beach — What’s in it for me? Something for everyone!

1. Eucharistic themes and special liturgies.

2. Keynotes by internationally known speakers, Marcus Grodi and Dr. Janet Smith.

3. Friday evening hymn-sing and young adult Theology on Tap.

4. Sessions on faith, marriage and family, vocations, suffering, keeping kids Catholic, building a

culture of life, and more.
Registrations are pouring in and spaces are filling up — don’t delay in registering for this inspiring diocesan
conference of prayer, learning, and fellowship.
www.fireatthebeach.org

Fire at the Beach:

Who:  every Catholic who wants to deepen their knowledge of the faith

What: a conference celebrating the Eucharist and our call to spread the good news

When: Friday, September 18 and Saturday, September 19, 2009

Where: St. Francis by the Sea Catholic Church, Hilton Head Island

Why:  to celebrate the Year of the Priest and our call to Holiness, as well as our going
forth as disciples of the Lord and keepers of the faith.

How: go to the website www.fireatthebeach.org or e-mail cathy@catholic-doc.org
or call 843-402-9115 X 18.

Where can you meet inspired Catholics and inspiring speakers, like Marcus Grodi and Dr. Janet Smith?
At the Beach!
Be there! Be nourished by the gift of the Eucharist and ignited by the Fire of the Holy Spirit to bring the
gospel to life!
Fire at the Beach — Friday, September 18 and Saturday, September 19 at St. Francis by the Sea Catholic
Church in Hilton Head Island.

www.fireatthebeach.org

Fire at the Beach: You’ve been hearing about it. It’s more than a catchy phrase! Jesus called his first
disciples at the water’s edge and set their hearts on Fire to continue His work on earth. Come rekindle that
fire in your own life as a Catholic as we renew our commitment to be disciples of Christ and champions of
the culture of life. Join dynamic, faith-filled Catholics at Fire at the Beach in Hilton Head Island on
September 18-19, 2009.

www.fireatthebeach.org

Feel free to modify the announcements above or just use your own!

Use the Conference Logo!
Use the logos provided below or download a graphic from the conference website.

Fire

Beach

Myrtle Beach, SC




SPECIAL FEATURES

+ Friday Night Keynote by Marcus Grodi
+ Saturday Keynote by Dr. Janet Smith

+ Small group sessions on faith
communities, keeping kids Catholic,
culture of life, marriage, church and
cyberspace, catechesis, vocations, etc.

+ Friday Night Options: Hymn-Sing &
Young Adult Theology on Tap

SPONSORED BY THE
DIOCESE OF CHARLESTON

Office of Catechesis and Christian Initiation
Office of Youth Ministry
Catholic Schools Office
Diocesan Board of Catechetical Advisors

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?

ACCOMMODATIONS

Check the website for rates at the Hamp-
ton Inn, Quality Inn, Hilton Garden Inn,
and the Holiday Inn Express.

www.fireatthebeach.org

Mention the Diocese of Charleston’s Fire
at the Beach when making your
reservations.

SCHEDULE HIGHLIGHTS

Friday, September 18

5:00 p.m. Registration
Exhibitors Open
7:00 p.m. Keynote Presentation by Marcus Grodi

Saturday, September 19

9:00 a.m. Presentation by Dr. Janet Smith
4:00 p.m. Closing Liturgy

The full conference schedule is available on the website:

www.fireatthebeach.org

All the faithful of the Diocese are invited!

In particular:

+ Pastors, Parish Life Facilitators, and

Deans

DRE’s and School Principals

Catechists and Teachers

Youth Ministers and Youth Leaders

Parish and School Staff

Parish and School Volunteers

Young Adults

Members of Catholic organizations:

(Knights of Columbus, Council of

Catholic Women, etc.)

+ Any Catholic who wants to deepen
their knowledge of the faith, and grow
in fellowship with other Catholics from
around the Diocese!

Invite your non-Catholic friends as well!
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ST. FRANCIS BY THE SEA CHURCH

45 BEACH CITY ROAD

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SC
WWW.STFRANCISHHI.ORG

CONFERENCE WEBSITE

www.fireatthebeach.org

Surf our website for the latest conference
information and updates! Posted information
includes registration forms, hotel information,
conference schedule, parish publicity packets,
and more. You may also contact us by
telephone: (843) 402-9115 x 18 or e-mail:
cathy@catholic-doc.org.

A celebration of the richness of our
Catholic faith in the Year of the Priest
with
Marcus Grodi
(EWTN)

And
Dr. Janet Smith
(Pontifical Council on Family)







